Charlayne Hunter-Gault

The University of Georgia's first Black female student
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January 9, 1961

Hunter and classmate Hamilton
Holmes register for classes—
officially integrating UGA

Known for its journalism department, the
University of Georgia seemed out of reach for
Hunter, who initially enrolled at Wayne State

University in Detroit after graduating from
high school. “With a passion bordering on
obsession, I wanted to be a journalist, a dream
that would have been, if not unthinkable, at
least undoable in the South of my early years.
But no one ever told me not to dream.”

January 13,1961

Following a basketball loss to
Georgia Tech, a riot—planned in
advance by segregationist students
and attended by members of the
KKK—begins outside Myers Hall.
Students throw rocks, bricks and
Coke bottles at Charlayne’s first—
floor suite, ultimately breaking 60
windows and resulting in the
entire Athens police force
responding to disperse the crowd
with tear gas.The following day,
Governor Vandiver suspends
Holmes and Hunter from the
university “for the safety of all
students,” but they are ordered by
the court to be readmitted to the
university by January 16

1962
The university assigns Mary Frances
Early to share Hunter’s suite in Myers
Hall. Early was pursuing a master’s
degree in music education and would go
on to be the first Black graduate of the
University of Georgia. In 2020, the Mary
Frances Early School of Education was
named in her honor

June1,1961

Graduation day: “Only Hamp
and | could really appreciate
the special sweetness of this
final moment of our unique
history together." Following
graduation, Charlayne serves
a stint as the first black
staffer at The New Yorker in
Manhattan, and worked

for The New York Times—
creating the post of Harlem
bureau chief

2022
Publishes
My People:
Five Decades
of Writing
About Black
Lives

1977
Becomes a June 11,1988
national 1986 Hunter-Gault delivers the commencement
correspondent The National address, the first Black person to do so. “If | had
for Public 1981 Association to do it all over again, | might hope for less of a
Television’s Joins the of Black struggle, but even so, today, | would welcome the
MacNeil/Lehrer alumni Journalists challenge, if for no other reason than to hear the
NewsHour, advisory names her young Black man who... introduced himself to me
where she board for Journalist of with the sweetest greeting of them all. He said,
spends 20 years Grady College the Year “Hello, Charlayne. ’'m a fellow Dawg.”
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